
 Hockliffe Lower School Coverage of Knowledge – History 

 

Historical Knowledge – Topic Coverage KS1 – KS2 

 Area of Study Key Stage 1 - Year A Key Stage 1 - Year B LKS2 - Year A LKS2 - Year B 
Chronological understanding  

 
Autumn – The Great Fire of 
London 

• I can order the events 
of TGFoL 

• I can explain how 
London changed 
following TGFoL 

Spring Transport 

• I can order examples 
of transport though 
history 

• I can explain how the 
invention of trains 
affected the lives of 
Victorians 

• I can explain how the 
invention of longships 
affected the lives of 
Vikings 

Summer – The Life of Roald 
Dahl 

• I can sequence key 
events in Roald Dahls 
life. 

Autumn 1 – Victorian Seasides 

• I can explain why the 
seaside became popular 
in Victorian England 

Autumn 2 – The Gunpowder 
Plot 

• I can describe the 
sequence of events of the 
gunpowder plot 

Spring – British Castles 

• I can describe the 
differences between 
early castles and late 
castles 

• I can explain why castles 
are no longer built 

Summer – Exploration – Lives 
of Significant Explorers 

• I can explore the lives of 
famous explorers 
(astronaut Chris Hadfield 
and oceanographer Sylvia 
Earle) and explain how 
their childhood inspired 
them as explorers 

Autumn – Invaders and Settlers 
a I can describe why, where 

and when the Scots and 
Anglo-Saxons invaded 
Britain,  

b I can describe a key 
historical character from 
the time  

c I can explain what the 
seven Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms were. 

Spring – Ancient Egyptians 
a I can find out about 

ancient Egyptian life by 
looking at artefacts. 

Summer – World War 2 
a I can explain why World 

War II began, know the 
main counties involved 
and order key events on a 
timeline.  

b I can describe the Battle 
of Britain and explain why 
it was a turning point in 
the war. 
 

Autumn – Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

a I can understand what 
copper mining meant 
to the people of the 
Bronze Age. 

Spring – Ancient Romans 
b I can explain the 

spread of the Roman 
empire and recall key 
facts about the 
invasion of Britain.  

Summer – Tribes of the 
Rainforest 

c I can explain the 
Yanomami Tribe have 
faced many 
challenges over the 
years as the modern 
world influences the 
way that they live 
their lives 



Historical 
understanding/investigations 

 

Autumn – The Great Fire of 
London 

• I can explore what 
caused TGFoL and how 
it changed London. 

Spring – Transport 

• I can investigate how 
different types of 
transport have 
changed through time. 

Summer – The Life of Roald 
Dahl 

• I can explore the life of 
Roald Dahl. 

 

Autumn 1 – Victorian Seasides 

• I can compare Victorian 
Seasides to Modern 
Seasides. 

Autumn 2 – The Gunpowder 
Plot 

• I can understand why we 
celebrate on Fireworks 
Night. 

Spring – British Castles 

• I can explore why castles 
were built. 

• I can investigate what life 
was like in a Medieval 
Castle 

Summer – Exploration – Lives 
of Significant Explorers 

• I can understand 
different ways people 
have explored our world 
and beyond 

Autumn – Invaders and Settlers 
a I can understand how the 

Anglo-Saxons have 
influenced Britain by 
explaining some of the 
place names they 
established and their 
meanings. 

b I can describe a typical 
Anglo-Saxon village and 
explain what jobs the 
people did. 

c I can explain the work of 
people who were 
influential in converting 
the Anglo-Saxons to 
Christianity and I know 
about some of the 
important Christian 
buildings that they 
founded. 

Spring – Ancient Egyptians 
a I can understand what 

was important to people 
during ancient Egyptian 
times 

b I can compare and 
contrast the powers of 
different Egyptian gods. 

Summer – World War 2 
a I can describe how 

people on the home front 
contributed to the war 
effort in WW2 

Autumn – Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

a I can understand what 
humans needed for 
survival in the Stone 
Age. 

b I can understand what 
was found at Skara 
Brae and why it is 
important. 

Spring – Ancient Romans 
a I can understand how 

the Roman empire 
affected different 
people and how they 
felt and reacted to 
the changes that were 
being made.  

Summer – Tribes of the 
Rainforest 

b I can explain what can 
be done to 
stop/repair the 
damage to the 
Rainforest where 
tribes live? 
(Protection, 
replanting) What we 
should do to protect 
them from the 
modern world. 

 



b I can describe roles and 
responsibilities of armed 
forces during WW2  

c I can describe how/why 
WW2 events are 
commemorated and plan 
a commemorative event. 

Historical interpretation 

 
Autumn – The Great Fire of 
London 

• I can use diary quotes 
and non-fiction books 
to explore the events 
of TGFoL 

Spring – Transport 

• I can use photographs, 
film and artefacts to 
explore the features of 
historical vehicles 

Summer – The Life of Roald 
Dahl 

• I can understand that 
interviews can be sued 
to understand 
someone’s thoughts 
and feelings 

 
 

Autumn 1 – Victorian Seasides 

• I can use photographs 
and film to compare 
different periods of 
history 

• I can use re-enactments 
to understand what 
people might have 
thought and felt in the 
past 

Autumn 2 – The Gunpowder 
Plot 

• I can explore the great 
fire of London from two 
perspectives 

Spring – British Castles 

• I can use artefacts to 
explore the features of 
castles 

• Summer – Exploration – 
Lives of Significant 
Explorers 

• I can use a fiction book to 
understand the thoughts 
and feelings of a famous 
explorer. 

• I can use a biography to 
learn about the life of a 
famous explorer. 

Autumn – Invaders and Settlers 
a I can analyse and 

describe Anglo-Saxon 
artefacts and explain 
what they can teach us 
about Anglo-Saxon 
culture. 

Spring – Ancient Egyptians 
b I can understand how 

evidence can give us 
different answers about 
the past 

Summer – World War 2 
c I can understand how 

evidence can give us 
different answers about 
the past 

Autumn – Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

a I can understand how 
evidence about 
Stonehenge can give 
us different answers 
about the past. 

b I can understand how 
evidence about 
Druids can give us 
different answers 
about the past. 

Spring – Ancient Romans 
Cross curricular with literacy – 
Romulus and Remus 
Summer – Tribes of the 
Rainforest 
Cross curricular with literacy 
Shaman’s Apprentice  



Organisation and 
Communication 

 

Autumn – The Great Fire of 
London 
Cross curricular with literacy 

• I can creating 
atmospheric art to 
express our historical 
understanding 

Spring – Transport 

• I can create detailed 
drawings of a range of 
historical forms of 
transport 

Summer – The Life of Roald 
Dahl 

• I can write a biography 
about Roald Dahl 

 
 

Autumn 1 – Victorian Seasides 

• I can demonstrate my 
knowledge of historical 
change through drawings 
and writing 

Autumn 2 – The Gunpowder 
Plot 

• I can create a wanted 
poster about an infamous 
historical figure 

Spring – British Castles 

• I can create accurate 
models to show my 
understanding of 
medieval castles 

Summer – Exploration – Lives 
of Significant Explorers 
Cross curricular with literacy 

Autumn – Invaders and Settlers 
Cross curricular with Literacy. 
Trip to St Albans Cathedral and 
follow up. 
Spring – Ancient Egyptians 
Cross curricular with literacy 
Ancient Egypt Day (In school) or 
relevant trip such as museum visit 
and follow up 
End of Year Play – Ancient 
Egyptians 
Summer – World War 2 
Cross curricular with literacy. 
Evacuation Trip to Holdenby 
House and follow up. 
End of Year play – World War 2 

Autumn – Stone Age to Iron 
Age 
Cross curricular with Literacy. 
Trip to Celtic Harmony – Stone 
Age Village and follow up. 
Spring – Ancient Romans 

a I can understand what 
the religious beliefs 
the Romans had and 
know about some of 
the gods and 
goddesses that they 
worshipped.  

b I can describe who 
Emperor Hadrian was, 
say when, how and 
why he built a wall 
and explain the 
features of the wall.  

c I can explain what the 
Roman baths were 
and know about the 
different amenities 
they contained.  

Summer – Tribes of the 
Rainforest 
Cross curricular with Literacy 



Understanding events, 
people and change 

Autumn – The Great Fire of 
London 

• I can describe the 
events of TGFoL 

Spring – Transport 

• I can describe the 
differences between 
historic and modern 
transport. 

• I can explain how 
transport inventions 
changes people’s lives 

Summer – The Life of Roald 
Dahl 

• I can describe Roald 
Dahl’s life and how he 
became a writer. 

 

Autumn 1 – Victorian Seasides 

• I can explain the 
differences and 
similarities between 
Victorian and modern 
seasides 

Autumn 2 – The Gunpowder 
Plot 

• I can recall the events of 
the gunpowder plot 

Spring – British Castles 

• I can explain the 
importance of castles 

• I can describe the lives of 
the different people who 
lived in castles 

Summer – Exploration – Lives 
of Significant Explorers 

• I can describe how the 
explorers Chris Hadfield 
and Sylvia Earle helped to 
make discoveries in their 
areas of expertise 

Autumn – Invaders and Settlers 
a I can explain the religious 

beliefs and practices of 
the early Anglo-Saxon 
people and I know and 
can describe some of the 
gods they worshipped. 

Spring – Ancient Egyptians 
b I can understand and 

explain the ancient 
Egyptian ritual of 
mummification 

c I can compare and 
contrast the Egyptian 
writing with my own. 

Summer – World War 2 
a I can describe what 

people did for 
entertainment during 
wartime Britain.  

Autumn – Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

a I can understand how 
and why hillforts were 
developed in the Iron 
Age. 

Spring – Ancient Romans 
b I can understand why 

the Romans built new 
roads in Britain, know 
where some of the 
main roads ran from 
and to and know how 
the roads were made  

c I can relate this 
learning to my own 
village and the 
significance of the A5 

Summer – Tribes of the 
Rainforest 

a I can explain how and 
why life has changed 
for tribes of the 
rainforest over time. 

 

 

 


