
Covid-19 Catch Up Funding Report 2020 – 2021 

On 20th March 2020, schools closed to all children except those of key workers and vulnerable 

children until the 1st June when the school opened for priority groups and we were able to welcome 

Year 1 back into school. Children across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to 

their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most vulnerable and 

disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in 

education will be substantial, and the scale of our response must match the scale of the challenge. 

Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a 

total of £80 for each pupil in Year Reception through to Year 11. As the catch-up premium has been 

designed to mitigate the effects of the unique disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), this 

grant will only be available for the 2020 to 2021 academic year. It will not be added to schools’ 

baselines in calculating future years’ funding allocations. 

Whilst all children during this period had access to purpose-made home learning concern about gaps 

in learning and the need to 'catch up – recovery curriculum' have formed a priority of the school 

plans for the 2020-21 academic year. These plans, including for curriculum adaptations are based on 

DfE guidance found here. 

There are two broad aims for 'catch up – Recovery Curriculum' at Hockliffe Lower School:  

1. Re-establish behaviour for learning and uphold strong values and vision whilst supporting the 

physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing of pupils and staff. 

2. Develop an effective curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all pupils, particularly 

disadvantaged pupils and pupils with SEND, the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed 

in life. 

Strategy Statement - 

At Hockliffe catch up is: 

Working through well sequenced, purposeful schemes of learning. For example, our school 

introduced the Herts For Learning ‘Back on Track’ in English to focus on key objectives from National 

curriculum to ensure foundations are in place for pupils to progress. In Maths, we used the Herts For 

Learning Summer success project to identify the gaps in pupils knowledge, and then address these.  

• Focus on the consolidation of basic skills. The core skills which enable successful learning will 

require increased curriculum time across all year groups. These include: handwriting, spelling of high 

frequency words, basic sentence punctuation, times tables recall, basic addition & subtraction fact 

recall and reading skills relevant to age.  

• Additional lesson time on core teaching. Reading, writing and maths teaching will require 

increased teaching time in order to cover missed learning. In order to keep a broad and balanced 

curriculum, teachers may apply a greater focus on core subject, learning objectives across other 

subject areas.  

• Particular focus on early reading and phonics. This is always a focus in the school and will continue 

to be so in order to develop children's reading ability and vocabulary.  

• Assessment of learning and of basic skills to identify major gaps. Teachers will work to identify gaps 

in learning and adapt teaching accordingly. Teachers will use the results to focus on key children 

who need a targeted intervention delivered by class teachers or teaching assistants.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


• Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. This will be at the core of all 

catch up work as many children will have not been in formal school setting for a number of months. 

Some children may also access:  

• Additional support and focus on basic core skills. Supported by additional staffing utilising catch up 

premium - dependent on need as identified through ongoing assessment.  

• Additional time to practice basic skills. This again will be dependent on need of children in order to 

re-establish good progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and 

mathematics) and there will be flexibility on timetables to allow this. 

 

Covid-19 Catch Up Premium – Use of Funds 

The catch-up premium is funded on a per pupil basis at £80 per pupil. This will be based on the 

previous year's census and will not include new children, meaning we are predicting to be in receipt 

of £4,800 (60 x £80).  

The spending of this money will be down to schools to allocate as they see best. At Hockliffe Lower 

School, this money will be used in order to:  

• purchase curriculum resources and materials that support pupils to get “back on track”.  

• fund additional support staff to develop the outcomes of children who have been identified as 

needing “catch up” in their learning.  

• Curriculum resources and materials that support 'catch up' and mental health of pupils.  

How will the impact of funding be measured?  

Through assessments and observations, Teachers will identify pupils for whom, the interruptions to 

schooling due to lockdowns, has impacted their progress towards achieving at least expected 

progress. For these pupils, catch-up provision will be planned, delivered by their teacher and will be 

monitored, evaluated and pupil progress tracked. Parents will be informed of the schools catch-up 

plans and teachers will encourage parents to support their child’s learning alongside sessions in 

school. 

 


